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The Banaras Hindu University has always left an indelible imprint on the lives
of all those who have been associated with it, be it even for a brief while. The
establishment of this University is the story of the unflagging spirit, supreme
sacrifice and the vastness of vision of our founding father Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya Ji. Every person who passes through the portals of this great institution is a
part of an extended family sharing a common world view. The love of our alumni
for their Alma Mater has remained untouched by the passage of time and they are
the pillars of the growth and progress of this University.

The idea of hosting a BHU Alumni Meet of our alumni across various
disciplines annually on the campus of their Alma Mater was born as a result of the
tremendous response to the 3" International BHU Alumni Meet (IBAM-2007) held
on January 6-7, 2007. It was felt by our alumni that the University should host a
three year cycle of Meets-at the local, national and international level successively.
As a result the BHU Alumni Meet-2008 was held on March 09, 2008. This Meet
was an opportunity for our alumni from Vanarasi and surrounding areas to come
together and share their vision with us for peace, progress and prosperity in
Poorvanchal.

The National BHU Alumni Meet 2009, a Meet of our alumni from all over
the country is being held in the Karmasthali of Mahamana on January 29-30, 2009
in the same spirit of dedication and harmony which marked the previous two
Meets. This Meet has been envisaged as a common platform for our alumni to
strengthen their links with each other, to express their solidarity with their Alma
Mater and to reflect on how they can help fulfill the ideals of Mahamana.

National Seminar on “Mahamana’s Vision for a Self Reliant India:
Current Issues and Future Prospects”

Mahamana possessed a remarkable, multifaceted personality. He was a great
patriot, a visionary educationist, a dedicated social reformer, an outstanding orator
and an exceptional statesman. He was a tireless crusader for India's freedom and
was elected the President of Indian National Congress for a record four times.
Mahamana has left his legacy for us in fields as diverse as Journalism, Law, Social
Reform, Goraksha, Dharma and Rashtrabhasha to name only a few. The
establishment and structure of Banaras Hindu University provides us with a
glimpse of the vastness and cohesiveness of his vision.

Mahamana felt the pain of British subjugation of our country very deeply. He
repeatedly emphasized the technical superiority, commercial supremacy and
material prosperity of ancient India, which ultimately fell prey to the avarice and
greed of the Britishers. Mahamana advocated self reliance as the effective remedy
for the poverty of India in his speeches in the legislative council, at sessions of the
Congress, in Industrial conferences organized under the _auspices of the
government and in the Note of Dissent he appended to the report of the Indian
Industrial Commission in 1918. In his classic speech in the Surat conference on
December 23, 1907 he unequivocally stated that Swadeshi Andolan is a life long
Vrata and our Dharma.

There is a common misconception about Mahamana that his views due to his
religiosity and attachment to the Sanatan Dharma were regressive. However, his
life in itself is an example that the traditional truth when tried and tested on the
anvil of scientific veracity never loses its relevance-rather it constantly reinvents
itself with the changing times. The four objectives of our University clearly show
that Mahamana dreamt of perfect integration of the ancient wisdom with modern
knowledge.

This timeless vision of our Founding Father is of particular relevance to us in
todays world when the winds of change are sweeping across our country and India
is facing fresh challenges in every field. It is imperative that India should take its
place among the leaders of the twenty first century but without loosing sight of our
heritage, traditions and wisdom.

Paper presenters are welcome to share their views on the current issues and
future prospects related to various dimensions like Industry, Agriculture, Traditional
Knowledge Systems, Environment, Science & Technology, £ducation, Health and
Cultural Identity in the context of Mahamana's vision for a self reliant India.

The abstract of paper should carry the title, names of authors with full







